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¥ " It's not uncommon for a musician to record 5%
more work than they release. Immy case I have ..
a digital ocean of snippets in various degrees of "=,
completion. Some are leftovers from assorted
projéct recording.session's: projects that were
never completed, sound check jamss

. demo snippets etc.

"T'here are enough lonely.; ® ~
unreleased notes’in my world™y
to fill an "infinity shelf." " ai'T'unes are
- tracks that are culled from this melodic
abyss, brushed off, sometimes severely

“hosed down, and released as

T o, AR -digital singles.
> . A ; <’ Thesé gacks may be specific to
’. % a particular project that has
never had thé&'chance to be a completed
RS s big picture, but now, with*the advent of alls*_
e Ay T this digital technology and distribution, it's
3 " possible torelease a variety of tracks from
- ' : a potential project without having to -
complete the whole projectitself.-
Eventually, if there are enough tracks
completed that fall into a precise

endeavor, perhaps they will be compiled

: and released as a cohesive CD. In any

eveft, it's a good way to release a constant stream of music.

Although the plan is to continue to create whole, full-bodied CD

releases, ' ai'lT'unes can serve as temporary pacifiers for some delectable
melodies to be sucked through the ears and absorbed into the soul.
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‘INFO:

Underground Garden
(Vai'l'unes #4) (3:54)

Written by Steve Vai
© 2010 SyVy Music (ASCAP)

Produced, recorded, and engineered
by Steve Vai

'I'racked in 1995 at "I 'he Mothership,
Hollywood, CA

Additional engineering by
Neil Citron
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' Steve: Allinstruments and
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il Lo Mastered by Steve Vai and
o Greg Wurth at Audio
¢ Laundry Mastering Lab
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Tag ‘GEAR:

Guitar used:

I can’t remember the acoustic
[ used'but the electric was an
Ibanez white Jem that I
named “Flo” that was used
shortly after
receiving her.
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Every now and then | plck up an instrument and somethmg swect
+ comes out.I love when that happens and am very gr ateful for it. |
belicye it happens at tites for all of us in our perspectiveficlds? L i
. was lucky to have alittle tape deck around to capture this riff .
when it first dropped offi my fingers. I can’t even remember When
that was, perhaps in the 1980's? “Lhis little jewel was bur 1ed on the
infinity shelf for a while and then onc day, sometime ih the 1990’S,
[ came across it and thou‘ﬁ{%’f Hmmm, I could just Ll]fzthls song
out in a day” and thats aboub how longit took to%(ﬁnplete the .
writing, recordingand ml}ang of the whole thmg 1 hen the -
finished product sat on the shelf for another decade or SO only -
now toshow its festooned little note heads thr ough these
uTngs;leleases N

¢’

When weighing my catalog of wor k, a relatively small pCI centagé*’
has vocals sung by me;'As a tesult of this rarity, every vocal take I
. ¢ do is an opportunity to explore Without any real pressur c.” Sy

, LSometlmes I push very har d and try.to sound as though Tve beens! ‘,«'
gargling with Dr ano™, but on this song I decided to getvery clos% - ‘- .4
o the microphone and glve a dehcate and intimate vocal offeri ing.

"%
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The song was written about a spec1a1 person whom I love dear L\ '
and has been in gy life, and has been an integral part of my life,» '- 3 oy

since [ was about” 'g years old. The song is also about finding inner - - :_-.,»,_;“" »
peace. Perhaps weall havea secret'garden we yearmtodwelling 4 -5, 1
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’ ‘?: s She a{\foke inan underground garden : ' Up above the world is still frozen,,
b SRS ¢ After falling in a wishing well* '3.“?-' ~'T'hey never really undetstood.
2 (wishing well) ~ But there in her underground'garden '
- And there she found a world of RPNOR T It’s warm and safe
- sweetness - T “ _.'.-.,... > And life is good- e
" And wants to stay (wants to stayj. £ o~ ~
o All the ime -~ HMF Where there is no pain, no ties,
K " No hate, and no lies,
Bta. [f she cries in her underground ga:i‘den ot Thev'er;_y‘place where dreams survive
/" Her tears fall so preciously (tenderly)' 7 P "L 3 -Far away
) ey P ’ v & .,{ i

Where she longs to be

' -’P T'here she hides all of her secrets
: 'To live in her fantasies ©

g -Away from all (away from a_ll) 3’ v i
< “"f

b Y o "
—d Yy ' .(i: ~The world to see :
oV o "oy
g - & L o believe in what she believes
. e 2 ,:-‘?’9“- f' ,
o5 "No pain, no tles . S P _Ear away =oh yes
' !, : No hate, no lies, ﬁ_ﬁ,-"' N3 “ 15 . o
 TIdlike to go to her underground garden

Only peace in her e eye sm
Down below that wishing well (wishing well)

' '_ Far away \'

1 < But only a fool would try to find that fﬂaoe

* She could pray in her underground garden Its forbldden to all but her to dwell ‘i
And everything she knows is true A s /A ._"'\-‘

(oh so true) _ Where there is no painyno: %“ e
She talks with angels while walking on water ©  No hate;and no lies. “

4 Or whatever she (whatever she) B Only love is v?'lﬁ_t,yd'uﬂ ﬁn’d"
‘carestodo _5 " Far away 6h.yes ; S #:
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Steve uses: e ”,f o
'Carvm Legacy Amps; Morley Bad o :

| Visit
< ;i / WWW.vai.com e g ~ad 1
| L | Find s on Facebook wwiw.facebook.con/ steveval s
' | : - www.youtube.com/stevevai yo ‘
.myspace.com/stevevai
_twitter.com/stevevai
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