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Christin Cohen .-
Nicole Cohen When | was approached by Danny Heaps at Dreamcatcher Events to
Ken Colerick put together a guitar camp, it took some years before | came up with
Mario Consolo an idea that | thought was unique enough to pursue.
B;inodrgzngg?:s There are many excellent guitar camps these days but the idea of
Joey Corso creating an annual camp that focused on various themes seemed to _.
Joseph Corso resonate with me. e
Patrick Crowe N o . S
Kevin Dallaire Whenever | talk to aspiring musicians, there are a few burning N
John D’Arcy questions that are usually on their mind, like: How do | find N
Joseph DiBari inspiration to write music? How do | find my unique voice on the |
Catherine Diebel instrument? How do | get my music recorded and into the world?
Peter DiGregorio And when that happens, how do | effectively promote it? How can | :
Zachary Dion get on tour so | can become successful and live happily ever after? x
William Donald o ) . S
Steven Edmunds My first response to these questions is usually: “You can live happily ﬁw
David Eldredge ever after starting right now without any of these things because de )
Thomas Essig happiness, peace and contentment are all states of mind, but having

) . . a career in the music industry can be a sweet icing on the cake.”
Mario Junior Fortin y &

Augustine Gabriel
HBHstine abrie Sol decided to launch Vai Academy. It is one of my goals to

someday create an educational curriculum that covers everything
| have learned throughout my career, including technique, finding
inspiration, music theory, the music business and much more in
great detail, but for now | decided to create a condensed four-day
intensive that dabbled with all of these burning questions.
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4 Sothe first Vai Academy 2014 Song Evolution Camp was born.

And it was certainly a wonderful experience. There were classes on
finding inspiration for writing songs; classes on how to protect your

i intellectual property as a songwriter by starting your own publishing
§ company and registering your songs; classes on publishing; and

creative classes on creating music.

| had a riff I was kicking around for a while and at the camp | built the

® track with the band and then recorded our Vai Academy Guitar Army

onit. While recording the tracks for this song there was classes on
engineering by my good friend Jon Connolly from Digidesign from

35" Digidesign. The plan was to mix the track on-site, but there was a lot
« of work that needed to be done and not enough time in the classes to

mix and master the track so | took the track home and mixed it at the
Harmony Hut, and voila!

A The camp continued with classes on how to upload your music to
. various digital aggregates and make it available in every major digital

store around the world. But even though your music may be available
digitally, you may not sell even one download without some kind of a
marketing plan, so we offered in-depth classes on building your own
marketing plan and the importance of cultivating and promoting

¢ your brand.

: 4 We also offered classes that focused on some of the things that
musicians should probably know about the music business and its
# constantly-evolving technology.
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We had the main room set up as a giant recording studio and each of
the 155 campers had a little practice amp, and we recorded this song
with all 155 ambitious participants.

Theidea for this song came to me when | saw a YouTube clip of a
phenomenon that is known as a “Flash Mob.” This is when a group of g8 §
people plan a performance in a large public place to an unsuspecting 4
crowd. It starts with usually one person but then those who are

part of the scheme slowly chime in until it reaches a full-on peak
performance where the audience is surprised and delighted.

So | envisioned a group of percussionists mysteriously arriving in a
crowded mall and pounding out some kind of repetitive, hypnotic
beat. Then would come the slow introduction of a heavy guitar and
bass-laden rhythm section setting up some kind of a riff that melds
with the percussion. Then the slow introduction of an army of guitars
playing some kind of anthemic and glorious melody, complete with
solo sections, would introduce itself.

| heard the melody in my head being played by an army of guitar
players,and | knew it would be special. | knew because there was that
delicious feeling of deep enthusiasm for the idea.

So hereitis — the very ambitious and successfully executed “Flash [ )
Mob.” Although there was hot enough room to include solos from i

all the campers, there is some solo riffing in there from the group of ; s SV e e

folks that were bold enough to contribute. \M i*% il '—'ﬁ;‘ Bt e
The entire camp was a remarkable experience, and whenever | listen

to this track it brings me right back to that collective environment

and the dedicated and enthusiastic group of people that made up

the campers and production team. I’'m so glad we did this. A
Thanks to you all, really.

I love this track. Its melody and the sonority of all those teaming
guitars is what 6-string dreams are made of, but perhaps the most
endearing and charming thing about this track to me is the guitar
solos. They were so much fun to record, and to see these musicians
doing what they can do is always uplifting to me. This is what comes | # §
out of the mind and off of the fingers of the myriad guitar players that |
are in the midst of finding themselves on the instrument.

Enjoy,
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